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' To theRightReverendFather inGod 


| HENRY 


Lord Biſhop of 


LONDON, 


One of His MAJESTY*'s 
Maſt Hononyrable PRIVY COUNCIL. 


MY LORD, 


Y OUR Lordſhip baving ſig 


fied your pleaſure that 
Sermon. which you heard 
when you did us the honour to be 
preſert at the Opening of pur 
Pariſh Church, ſhould be made 
publick. ; notwithſtanding my s 


A2? verſeneſ 


h I" _ # - " ® 
wo ler PRSRoeAL ocean, cafes i 5 Wa 
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, "Py he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


| English., yet out of a juſt |t ſenſe 
both of that Obedience which I 


Ithat Kindneſs "which T have Te- 


cerved from you as my Patron, 1 


Imake bold to preſent it to'7ow. 
Phat Effet a Diſcourſe -of this 
Narure will have upon the Minds 
c thoſe who hall bave ſo much 
patience as to read it, I know not. 
But muſt leave 1 hat to him who 
bath the hearts of all men in his 
Band. My Subjed I am ſure is 
ood and neceſſary: And as for 
my plain and pratical way of 
b ling it , it is that which my 
f ext requireth , in that it com- 
Frandeth that in our Chriſtian 
i C 011- 


|everſeneſ to print any thing in 
| oweto Jou as my Blshop , av! of 


il have now done it. and beremis b* 
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0 ongregations , All things be 


, leſs I bad endeavoured to ſuit it ' 
| rothe Capacities of all there pre- 


eſpecially , whoſe Souls , under 
your Lordship , are commmitted 


"Excellency and Uſefulneſs of 


Pratlice of the Univerſal Church, © 


© The Epiſtle Dedicatory. © 


done to edifying. So that un- 


ſent, and to make it as edifying 
as I could unto them , my Sep- 
mon had been a Contradiftion to 
my Text : And beſides that, I 
had loft my Deſign in Hay 


it: Which was, to convince thoſe 


to my care and conduft , of the 


the Common Prayer, and ſo 
to perſwade them to the conflant 
and conſciencious uſe of it; not 
only becauſe it is conformable to 
the Dofrine , Diſcipline , and ' 
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| by the Lays both of our Church 
and State { though they alſo be 
28 y great E's but {5A 
becauſe of that extrasr dinary be- 
nefit and advantage which they 
would receive from it , for the 
edifying of their Souls in what (e- 


&119n. 


 anore might have ben ſaid upon 
' this Excellent SubjeA, - But in- 
texiling no more thana plain Ser- 
m0nwpon the occaſion, was forced 
| c00mt war y things, aud t0 c0n- 
fine my lf zo fucb auhy, phich 
were anoft obvious , and ſeemed 
4 "wof aecefſary for People to 
ow and pradlice, in order to 


wor an FRO it is ohebliched 


ever is neceſſary to their Eternal * 


1am very ſenſible, that much 
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their | 
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| Pleaſed to crept of it, nowit is 


1 their being recontiled tmto, and 
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edified by our Pablith Prayers. 
fie is ovr periſal of this 
have ſatd, er 54 
any thing not agreeable th 

he DoArine bf oaf Chuteh, I 
Brihbly ſubmit it r6 Toht Lords 
wo Tuilgmenit and Ceſare , 
only defiring that Thu wonkd be as 
Feady tb pardon , ds I ay th re- 
treft it. 


My Lord, 


T have one requeſt more to make 
xnto Tou, which is, that as Vow 


was the vceaſſen of my printing 
this Sermon , ſo Tou would be 


printed: Andif, bythe Bleſlin 
of Almighty God, it ne 
tribute 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory: 
tribute any "thing to thoſe great 
Ends , which Tou continually ! 
| proſecute with ſo great Wiſdom | 
| 'and Prudence, with ſuch exem- © 
| plary Care and Diligence in the 
Management of that bigh Office 
which he bath called you to, even 

to the Glory of his great Name, 
the Good of bis Church , aud the 
Salvation of the Souls of Men ; it 

is all that is deſired by 


My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt humble 


and moſt obedient Seryant - 


WILLIAM BEVERIDGE. 
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1COR. XIV. 26. 


Let all things be done 
to Eaifying, 


WE EN 7udas Maccabeus 
{ had new built the Al- 
jtar, and repaired the Temple 
at Hieruſalem, after it had been 
|polluted and laid waſte for 


B Three 


(2) 


Three years together ,- the 
Church of God at that time L 
and pace rejoyced fo much at | 
it ;=thar they kepr'the Dedica- * 


tion of 1t Eightdays , and or- 


dered-thatthe ſame ſhould be 7 
obſeryed every year; 1 Maccab. \ 
4.59. Ando wefind it wasin ! 
our-Sayiours time: forhe him- ? 
{elf was pleaſed co honour that ' 


Feſtival, thoughonly of Eccle- 


ſiaſtical Iriſtuution , with his :? 


' ownpreſence; oh, 10.22. In 

the ic manner , we of this 
Pariſh haye cauſe to be tran- 
{ſported with joy and gladneſs, 


and to ſpend this day in pu ; 
igh 

God, for: that our Church, 
whichhath lainwaſte for re 
VC 


ſingandadoring the moſt 


dl 3 A 
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* thye times Three years, 18.now 
abſt fe-buil and fitted again. 
and Service. 


Yor, his Wogan. 
- *For what the./ 


'or Wh tar and Tent. 
ple. 


” 
- 


ere.to the. Jews then, 
* the ſame will our Church be 
- untous now. , Did they there 
| *offer 'up their ' Sacrifices to 


- 1Godas, Types of the Death of 
 'Chriſt? v 'P Pall here com- 
- memorate the ſaid Death of 
 *Chriſt , typified by thoſe Sacri- 
1 thces. - Did hey come fromall 
S 'parts.of Judea.co:worſhip God 
- there? So ſhall we, Ihope,come 
, from all parts of this Pariſh to 
- /Werſhip God here... Was the 
1 7Temple an Hquſe of Prayerto 
jchem 2 So1sthis Churchtous. 
© 1Was that the place where God 
F77Y B 2 accord- 


"3 "Wh 


according to his promiſe'came # 


» 


unto ao Traps to bleſsthem? 


I do not doi 
the ſame tops 1n this Place, if 
we come unto'it ; and” carry 
our ſelves 1n 1t'as we oughe to 
do. Infhort, was the Tem- 
ple the place where all' things 
were performed' thar conld'a- 
ny way conduce to the-Edify- 
ing of Gods People, asthings 
thenſtood ? The ſame may be 
ſaid of our Charch, as thin 

now ſtand. For whatſoever 1s 
_ br can be neceſſary to the Edi- 
fying of our Souls here, and fo 
ro their Eternal Salyatian here- 


| after, .15clearly and fully com- * 
* prehendedinthofe ſeveral Offi- | 
ces , which-according to' the | 


Laws 


bbuthe will do *? 


4 
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| (5) 
{LawsoftheLand;, arc now to 
t be. .performcd ,3n. this Place. 
> | Neither 1s there any thing con- 
) Traincd inany of chem, but what 
f 1doth really conduce to thoſe. 
7 zorcat Ends and Purpoſes. | 
> 7. Bucchis being ajching. which 
| isdenicd by fome, and under- 
; ſtood but & tew amongſt us,l 
. } ſhall endeavour to explain and 
demonſtrate it unto all. Which 
;I chuſe to do at this time, be- 
? cauſe. 1t1s the. moſt proper Sub- 
1e&t I could think of for this oc- 
calion.. For unleſs what is to 
'benow done 1n this place, will 
,anſwer the ends wherefore it is 
zcrected, all che Coſts. and 
} Charges .that haye .been laid 
. Joutuponit, will be tono pur- 
_ pole 


% : 
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poſe at all. But it it canbe ful-] 
y made out, Thar the Service® | 
which 15 hereto beperfortned, 
doth highly conduceto theAd- 
vancement of Gods Glory and. ! 
your Happineſs, the great Ends * 
whereforc ſuch places are c-} 
re&ed, then you cannor but? 
acknowledge that whatfocyer | 
any of you have contributed" 
.rowards it, is the Beft Money® 
that you cycr ſpent ; and That ; 
this day wherein the ſaid Ser- 
VICE 1S begith to be performed |} 
mi, 1s,0ncof the moſt joytul ! 
days that this Pariſh ever ſaw. | 
'Phis therefore 1s that which 
F ſhall endeayour to prove at | 
this time: And for that end 1 ! 
have chofen theſe words for the | 
ground. 


(7) 


is 3 know, that the Apoſtle having 


-- 1 in this Chapter diſcourſed at 
17 large concerning the way and 


r# manner of holding Chrifttan 
d? Aſſemblies, and having proved 
y® that whatſoever 1s there faid 
t 4 ought to be ſpoken in facha - 
- Language,that all there preſent . 
d # may underſtand;and ſo be cdi- 

11 7 fied byit; heatlaſt fumsup the 
7, + whole m this Propoſition, How | 
h : i5it then Brethren ? when ye come © 
t together, every one of you bath 
I! a Pfalm, hath a Dotrine , haths 
c | Tongue, hath a Revealation, hath 
1-: B 4. an 


(8) 


anlmterpretation. Let all things 
be done to Edifying : As if he 


ſhould have ſaid, Whatſoever 1. 


oifts any of you haye or pre- * : 


tend to, yet when you meet 
rogether upon a Rehgious Ac- 
count, for the publick Wor- 
ſhip of God , take ſpecial care 


thac all things be there done to | 


the Edifying of all who are 
there preſent. From whence 
it1s plain that the Apoltle lays 
down this as a general Rule, 
neceſlary to be obſerved in all 
Chriſtian Congregations. So 
that whenfoeyer we meet to- 
gether to worſhip and ſerye 
God ,, it any thing be there 
done which1is not for our Edi- 
fication, we comeſhort of this 
Rule, 
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Rule, and ſo:wedo too, if any 
; 4 thing be-there- wanting, that 
* 2-may conduceto that end.: For 
- 7 according'to-this Rule, asno- 
- + thing is. to be. there done but 

' whar-1s: for our Edifying, fo - 

- > alſo ontheother {1deallthings. 
; 2-that are or can be for our Ed- 
> 2} fying ought-rto be there done. 
> #*. But-for: our better under- 

; - ſtanding: the true: ſenſe and 

4J Pape of this :Rule, 1t 15 ne- - 
: ceſlary to :confider what. the 

| Apoſtle here. means by, edify- 

 -- ing? For, which we muttknow, 
' That all Chriſtians being, as 
the ſame. Apoſtle ſaith, of rhe 

; Houſbold of God ; built upon the 

2 foundation of the Apoſtles and 

{ Prophets » Jeſus Chriſt himſelf. 
| | Bs be-.. 


— 
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(+10. ) 
= being the chief Corner: Stone ; 
- Eph; 2. 19, 20. Hence whatſo- 


ever. tends to the ftrengthen- 
mg, ſupporting , cementing , © 


or raiſing this Fabrick- higher, 
whatſoever it is whereby men 
are made more firm and ſolid 


Chriſtians, more holy and/per- : 
- fe&tmenthan theywere before, * 
bythat theyarefaid tobe edified. | 


And therefore it is a great mi- 
ſtake for men to think,as many 


do. , that they are edified by | 


what they hear , meerly be- 
_ cauſe they know -perhaps ſome 
little thing which before they 
were 1gnorant of, For Know- 
tedge,as the Apoſtlc faith, puff 


eth up; it is Charity that edifieth, | 


1 Cor. 8. i And therefore what- 
{oeyer 


by” 


A 


" 
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CSt-) 
* ſoeverknowledge weatrain to, | 
7 we cannot be ſaid to beedified | 
- 7 byic, any furcherthan as1tin- - 
', © fAluenceth our minds , excites | 
', | ourloveandmclines our hearts. 
1 | to God and goodneſs. And - 
I | that this is the true notion of -: 
- 2 edifying, is plain fromthe Apo- 
, 27 ſtlesown words, where he ſaith, 
' Let no corrupt Communication + 
"  Comeout of your mouths, but that * 
' + whichis for the uſe of edifying , 
' 4 that it may miniſter-prace unto - 
| the bearers; Eph. 4. 29. : For 

; from hence.it is manitteſt, that .: 
_ + that onely 1s properly faid to . 
edifie, that nuniſters grace uns 

\ tous, whereby we are made - 

| more pure and holy than we 
were before. And theretore we 
read 


( 12 ) ! 
W cad of#djfying our ſelves inlove, | 
Eph. 4.16. and building up our | 
ſelves in our moſt holy faith, ſude 
| 20. which are the twe-graces * 
that makcuparealandirucChri-. | 
= /i:r.. And.nothing can be ſaid © 
Wt, edife;, but what tends. to © 
the exciting and. increaſing of % 
them: Until we come(asthe Apo- : 
{tle ſaih)iz.the unity of the faith, * 
and of the: knowledge of the Son 
of. God ; untoa perfet man, unte 
the meaſure of the. ſlature of the 
fulneſs of C oof : Eph, 4. 12,13. 
 Hencetherefore whenthe Apo- 
Ale faith, Let all things be done 
20 edifying, his meaning 1n briet 
1s this, that 1n all. our Chriſtian 2? 
Afemblies, When we meet to- |! 
gerher to worſhip and ſerve 
| God, | 


' 


| 


| We #1» 
 $6od, All things there are to 
* be ſo done, that we may re- 
 Zturn home wiſer and- better. 
| Zhan we came thither, with our 
- {knowledge of God and Chriſt 
- increaſed , our deſires enlarg- 
* ed, our loveinflamed, our faith. 
| # confirmed all our graces quick-. 
* enced , and ſo. our; whale.ſouls 
* made morehumble, more ho-- 
ly, more like to God, than they 
werc before. | 


' The: words. being thus 

| briefly explained, I ſhall now 

' apply them to. our preſent 

purpoſe, and ſhew.that that 

+ Form of Religious Worſhip, 
1 which 1s preſcribed by our 

3 Church, ctabliſked by: the 


Laws 


| ( 14 ) 1 
Laws of the Land ; and there-W 
fore. to be ufed now 1n this FF 
place, agrees exactly with this 
Rule or Canon of the holy A- 
polble, eventhat all rhings in it |} 
are done to edifying. + | 

But before we prove that | 
that. Forman particular which |} 
_| our Church hath preſcribed ; 

FO tothis Apoſtolical | 
Rule, 


t1s neceſſary to prove 3 


firſt , That the preſcribing a 
Form 1n general is ſo. For un- ' 
leſs the preſcribing a Form in * 
general be according to this 
I Rule, no Form 1n particular 
| thatis preſcribed can poſlibly 
agree withit. But now that 
| chis Rule admits, yea requires 
I! che preſcribing of fome Form, 
IS 


| (1s, ) 
-- Fis evident from the Rule it (elf. 
s FFor the Apoſtle here com- 
3 Emands the Church of Corinth, - 
. Rand ſoall Provincial Churches, 
to take-care-that in their Rel;- 
Zoious' Aﬀemblics Al rhings be 
, ® done to edifying. But how is it 
J poſſible for any Provincial 
Charch toſee that this be done 
1 cxceptſhe preferibes ſome. cer- 
rain Form for the doing ofit- 
4 If every Miniſter of a Pariſh 
7 ſhould beleftto his own liberty. 
7 todo what he pleaſed im his 
1 own Congregation, although 
| ſome perhaps might be ſo wiſe 
7 and prudent as to obſeryethis 
7 Rule, as well as:they could, 
1 yet conſidering the Corrupti- 
3 onof Humane Nature, we have 
much 


4 


(. 16 ) | 
much cauſe to fear that. others] 
would not.At leaſt the Church * 
could. be no-way ſecured that] 
-all would;- and therefore muſt 
needs. be. obhged to conſider * 
of. and-' appoint ſome, ſuch 
Formto beuſcd in all her Con- £ 
| 


rezations, by which ſhe may Ji 
| - fully aflured char chis-Apo- F; 
{ ſtolicalRule1severy where ob- | 
ſcryed, as it ought to be. And 2 
although we thould ſuppoſe 3 
what can never be expected, | 
that all the Clergy in every ? 
Province ſhould be as wiſeand 
good as they ought to. be, 
yer 1t cannot be ſuppoſed thar 
| cycryone of them ſhould un- 
|} derſtand what 1s for the-Edifi- * 
| cation of the people as well a [ 
all } 


(17) 
all together. And therefore it 
muſt needs be acknowledged 
that the ſureſt way to have this 
LU FRule obſerved, is , for the Go- 
' yernours of eycry Church, and 
1 Zthe whole Clergy, to meet to- 
- Zgcther by their Repreſentatives 
#1n aSynod or Conyocation , 
- Jand there upon mature Delt- 
7 beration agree upon ſome 
2 ſuch Form, which they in their 
: APrudence and Conſciences 
judge to be according to this 
IRule, which the Apoſtle here 
| lays down before them. 
, 3 Andbeſides, that the preſcri- 
- binga Form 1n general,is more 
- 2 for our edifying, than to leave 
} every one to do what ſcems 
2 good in his owneyes, We ny 
.v' nc 


Fl 


So 
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As 
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( 18 ) 
the concurrent Teſtimony ,| 
Experience and Practice of the 1 
Univerſal Church. For we ne-$: 
ver read or heard of any F« 
Charch in the World from the - 3] 
Apoſtles days to ours , but 3: 
what took this courſe. Though F- 
allhave not uſed the ſame, yet F 
no Church bur hach uſed ſome RF 
Form or other. And therefore 
for any manto ſay, Thatitis 
not lawful, or not expedient, } 
or-not ſo edifying, to ufea ! 
Form of Prayer inthe publick ; 
Worſhip of- God , is to con- *? 
rradict the general ſenſe of /? 
Chriſtianity, ro condemn the. 
Holy Catholick Church , and 3 
to make himſelf wifer than all 
Chriſtians that cyer were be- ? 
fore | 


& 4004 
Sfore him. Which whatſoyer 
$it hay be'thought now , was 
$ always heretofore reckoned 
Zone of thegreateſt ſins and -fol- 
Flies that a man could be guy 
T.of. ©. ) 
s -- Nay 01 than all this too': 
For this 1s nor only to make a 
> Z mans ſelf wiſerthen all Chn{ti- 
1 a but wiſer CCR him- 
+ {cit: Formismpoſitbleto pre- 
Y ifeve wy For of Prayerta 
_ 2 morePlain and expreſs Terms 
7 than he hath done 1c, where he. 
# fanh;, When ye Pray, ſay, Our Fa- 
3 ther which art in heaven , &c. 
2 Exke.1t.2. AndIhopenone- 
3 here preſent but will acknow- 
7 ledge that Chriſt , by whom 
7 alohewecanbeedificd, MPs | 
Ct- 


( 20 ) 


ter what 1s, or What 1s not for 
our cdification.; than we@rall 
the Men 1n the World can do. 
And therefore ſeeing he hath] 
not only preſcribed a Form of!! 
Prayer for his Diſciples to ufe, j 
but hath expreſly commanded 
them to uſe it, we who profeſs 
- our ſclyes to be-his Diſciples, & 
. ought to reſt fully ſatishedin * 
.our., minds, that uſing of a} 
Form of Prayer, 1s not only | 
lawful, but much more for 
our cdifying, than it is poſſible | 
forany other way of \Praying | 
to be. Ry k 
The ſame may be proved | 
alſo from the nature of the | 
thing « ſelf, by, fuch Argu- 
ments , which do not pn A 
montſtrate 
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Ir bu J 
1|&ronſtrate” that it is fo, but: 
2). Mikewiſe ſhew how 1t comes to 
hKe fo. For, Firſt, In order to 
!f Sour being -<difted , ſo-as to 
> Se made berrer and holier, 
d Fwhenfoever we mect together 
s Fuipon a Religious account, it 1s 
neceſſary that the ſame good 
and holy thinys bealways in-- 
ulcated 'and preſſed upon us 
after one -and the fame man- 
er. For” we cannot bur all 
nd /by our: own experience 
how difficult it 1s to faſten any 
Jthing thatistruly good either 
| Zuponour ſelves or others, and 
 Echat it is rarely, if ever effected 
- without frequent ' repititions 
of it. Whatſoever - good 
things we hear only once, or 
now 
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( 22 ) 
now and then, though per- 
haps. .upon the hearing of 
them, . they may ſwim tor a } 
while 1n our Brains, yet they 
(cldona ſink. down! into our © 
hearts, ſo as - to moye and | 
(way the.affections,, as'itis ne- | 
ceſlary they ſhould do, in or-.! 
der to. our. being 'edified by 
them. Whereas by' a Set X 
Form of Publick Devotions ' 
rightly compoſed, as we are 
continually put in-mind. [of all | 
| things -neceſlary -'for 'us. to F 
| know ordo, ſo that is always | 
done by the ſame words and 
expreſſions , which, by their 
conſtant uſe will imprint, the | 
things themſelves fo firmly in *? 
our minds, - that-it will be no * 
| eafic | 


( 23 ) 
alie matter to obliterate of 
ace them out , but do what 
Se can, 'they will {till occur 
Þponall occaſions ; which 
tannot. butbe very much for 
| Sur Chriſtian Edficauon. 
Z Moreover, that which con- 
.. duceth co the quickemng our 
Houls; and to the raiſing up of 


- Zour affections in our Publick 
, Devotions , muſt needs be ac- 
 Fknowledged to conduce much 


#to our-Edification. - But it 1s 
Zplain, thar as'to- ſuch purpo-: 
#{cs a Set Form of Prayer is'an 
Fcxtraordinary help co us; for 
21f I hear another pray,, and 
know not before-hand what 
J he will lay, Imuſt firſt liſten 
J to what he will ſay next, then 


(1 
I am to. conſider whethetn 
what he ſaith be agrecable tohe 
Sound Doctrine, and whethethe 
it be proper and lawful for m&go 
to joyn with him in the Peritthn: 
ons he puts up to Almightyhn 
God; and 1f I think it 1s ſol 

. thenl amo doit. But beforctgi 
I can well do that, he is got 
to another thing: By which} n 
means 1t 1s very difhcult, if} y 
not morally impoſſible, to 
Joyn with him in every thing 
ſo regularly as Tought to do. | 
But by a Set Form of Praycr 
all this trouble is prevented; 
forhaving the Form continu- 
ally in my mind, being | 
thorowly acquainted with it, | 

tully approying of every thing | 

In - 


| 
, 
| 


A 
q 
| 
| 


— 


| ( 25 ) 
Fn it , and always knowing 
hefore-hand what will come 
Mext , I have nothing elſe to 
do while the words are ſound- 
thing in mine cars, but to move 
YiImy heart and affections ſuita- 
,jbly co them, to raiſe up my 
Cfdefircs of thoſe good things 
ti which are prayed for ; to fik 
1\my mind wholly upon God , 
f{ whilſt I am praiſing of him, 
fand ſo to employ , quicken ; 
| and lift up my whole ſoul in 
| performing my Devotions to 
+ him. No man that hath been 
accuſtomed to a ſet Form for 
any conſiderable time , but 
ny ny find this to be true 
; by his own experience : And 
{ by conſequence, thatthis way 


| of | 


( 26 ) 
of Praying 1s a greater help t al 
us,'than they can imagine tha 
never made tryal of it. 

To this may be alſo addeq 2 
Thatif we hear another Pray ?' 
ing a Prayer of his own pri} © 
vate Compolition' or ' yolu ; 

| 
| 


tary Eftuſion , our minds arg 
wholly bound up and co 
fined to his words and exprel 
{f1ons, and toſs Requeſts an 
Peritions , be they what the 
will : Sothat at the beſt we ca 
but Pray his Prayer. Where 
as when we Pray by a For 
Preſcribed by the Church , we 
Pray the Prayers of the whole 
Church we hvein , which arc 
common to the Miniſter anc 
Pcople; to our Selyes, and to 


all 


| 


ha 


off 
J 


re 


( 27 ) 


{ all the Members of the ſame 


Church:So that we have allthe 
Deyout and Pious Souls that 
arein it, concurring and joyn- 
ing with us in them: Which 
cannor ſurely but be moreet- , 


| fectual for the Edifying .not 


only of our ſelves in particular, 
but of the Church 1n general, 
than any private Prayer can be. 

Laſtly , In order to. our, be- - 
ing Edified by our PublickDe- 
votions , as 1t is neceſlary that 
we know betore-hand what 
we arc to pray. for , ſo it 1s 
neceſlary that we afterwards 
know what we have prayed 
for, whcn we havedone. For 
I ſuppoſe you. will all grant, 
that all the good and; benefir 

B 2 —wo 


( 28 ) 
we can receive from our Pray. 
ers, 15 to be ultimately reſol- 
ved into Gods gracious hear 
ing and anſwering of them: 
{ Without which they will all 
- come to nothing. Burt there 
are two things required to the 
obtaining an Anſwer of our 
Prayers : Firſt , That we fin- 
cerely and carneſtly defire ſuch 


good things at the hands of 
God, to which, as I have ſhewn, | 
a Set Form of Prayer condu- | 
ceth very much : And then Se- | 


condly , It is required alſo that 
we truſt and depend upon God 
for his granting of them , ac- 
cording to the Promiſes which 


aw, . 
he hath made unto us in Jeſus 


| Chriſt ourLord AndlI verily be- 


lieve 


he 
M 


t[M 
di 
d 
(| 
t 
| 


( 
( 


21. 
It 


n: 
l] 


; 
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(29). 


lieve that one great Reaſon why 


14 Men Pray ſo often to no pur- 


poſe,is,becauſe they do not take 
this courſe: But whenthey have 
done their Prayers , they have 
done with them , and concern 
themſelves no more about 
them then, as it they had never 
praycd at all. Burhow can we 
expect that God ſhould anſwer 
our Prayers, when we our ſelves 
do not mind whether he an- - 
(wer themor no? Nor believe 


and truſtupon him tor 1t? For 


- 


it1s one of the higheſt Acts of 
Religion that we can perform, 
ſo it is that which gives life and 
vigor, vertuc and cfhicacy to 
our Prayers ; without which 


C 3 we 


certainly rruſting on God, as 


(30) 
. we have no ground at all to" 
| expectthey ſhould'be anſwe! al 
| ed. For God having promiſed?” 
| toanſwer our Prayers, 'exceptt*” * 
we truſt on him for his pers 
formance of ſuch Promiſes; 
we loſe the benefit of them; 
and by conſequence our Pray- 
ers too. And therefore as ever 
we deſire that he ſhould grant 
us what we pray for, when we 
- have directed our prayers to 
him , we muſt {till look up, 
Pal. s. ts and hope-| 
ing for the return of them. 
Now as this 1s a thing of | 
oreater conſequence, ſo a Set F” 
Form of Prayer 1s-a greater 
helpto us in it, thanitis conn | 
monly thought to be. For it we | 
hear | 


fc 
&) 
fed 


_ 


Er 


nor we heard before, nor ever 
-#ſhall do it again, 1t 15 much if 
he himſelf can remember the 
centh part of what he ſaid; 
how much leſs can we that 
heard him do it ? And it we -- 


ſelves; look over our. Prayers 


(31 
-ar another utter a Prayer ex 
empore ,, Which he never ſaid, 


cannot poſſibly. remember 
what we prayed for, how 1s 1t 
poſſible tor us to expect it ax 
the hands of God ? Or to de-. 
pend upon him forit? But now- 
it 1s quite otherwiſe when we 
uſca Ser Form ot Prayer. For 
by this means when we haye 
rayed, we can recolleſt our 


again, cither 1n aBook, or.in 
our. Minds , where they. are 
C-4 1+ 


+ « 
imprinted.; we can conſide} 1] 
diſtin&tly what we have asked 1 
at the hands of God, and { 
act our faith and confidency w 
on him, for the granting every} p 
petition we have put up unto} oi 
him, according to.the promt} e 
ſes which he hath made us to} fi 
that purpoſe. And as this is} « 
the ſureſt way whereby to ob-} 1 
rain what we pray for, itmuſt } 
needs be the moſt edifying } 
way of prayiny that we can | 
poſlibly uſe. | 
Theſe things being duly 
weighed , I ſhall now take it 
for granted , That che uſtng a 
Form in general in the Publick | 
Worſhip of God , is agrecable | 
to this Apoſtolical Ruie, ger 
all \ 


—— 
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«k., — 
all things be done to edifying; ; 


and fo ſhall proceed to fhew 


thar that Form in particular 
which our Church hath ap- 


, pointed to. be uſed upon ſuch 


0 occaſions,ts ſo roo. For which) 


end it 15 not neceflary that 1 
ſhould run through every pat- 
ticular word , phraſe, or ex- 
preſſion in the Common Prayer , 
much leſs that I ſhould vind:- 
cate anq detend it from every 
little exception, that 1gnorange 
or malice may make agaunlt 
ſomething 1n ir. For nothing 
ever yet was or can be ſaid or 
written , but ſomething or o- 
ther may be ſaid. oe written a- 
oainſ{t it, ether well or ill. Bur 
my buſineſs muſt be to. prove, 


C 5 Thar 


( 34 ) 


That the Form of Divine Ser-| - 


vice, contained in the Book 0 


Common Prayer , which is now 
uſed in the Church of England 


conduceth {6 much to the edr} 


fying thoſe that uſe it , that it 
agrees exactly with the Rule 
which the Apoſtle here pre- 
ſcribes 1n that caſe. And this 


I ſhall demonſtrate from Four| 
Heads. 1. From the Language.| 
2. From the Matter or Subſtance\ 


of it. 3. From the Method. And 


4. From the Manner of Perform- 
ing it.. For if it be edifying in 
all theſe pos It muſt needs 


L 


” 
E 
8] 
Y 
q 
} 
| 


be acknowledged to be fo in1* 


the whole. Therebeing nothing | 
Init, but what may be redu- 


ced to theſe Heads. 


Furſt, 


(35 7 
.. Firſt, Therefore as to the 
Language,you allknowthat the _ 
whole Service 1s performed in 
Engliſh, the Vulgar and Com- 
mon Language of the Nation, 
which every one underſtands, 
and. ſo may be edified by ir. 
And this indeed 1s the ground 
and foundation of. all the be- 
nefit that we can poſſibly re- 
ceive from our Publick Pray- 
ers. . And therefore in the 
Church of Rome, the Common 
Pcople.are made uncapable of 
being edified by the prayers of 
their Church , 1nthat they are. 
- . all madein Latine, a Language 
Which they do. nor underitand. 
So that - when they meet to | 
worſhip God, there are ſeldom 


ay 


(36 ) 
any in the Congregation that 
knows what 1s Bid there, Ex- 
cept the Prieſt that reads it; and 
oftentimes not he neither. B 
which means they have no fach 
thing really amongft them as. 
Common Prayer. Neither 1s it 
poſſible for the Common Peo- 
ple to be ever edified by what 1s 
there ſaid or done, except they 
would be once canvinced 


by 
it of the horrible abufe ad, 


\ their Church puts upon them, | 


in commanding all her Publick 


| 
? 


Deyorions to. be performed in | 


on unknown Tongue, direct- 


ly contrary not only to the * 
Rule in my Text , butto the De- 
fgn of this whole Chapter. 


Pat 


[ 
44 


| 


I (9 ) 
Bat bleſſed be God forit , it 
1s not ſo with us. For ours is 
truly Common Prayer , for it is 
written and read 1n that Ean- 
guage which is commontso all 
the Congregations in the King- 
dom, and to eyery perſon in 
each Congregation. Sothat all _ 
the People of the Land, what- 
ſoeyer rank. or condition they 
are of , may joyn together in 
the uſe of every thing that is 
init; and fo. be joyntly Edifi- 
ed by it. Eſpeciatly conſider- 
ing that Ks Not ob all in En-- 
gliſh , but in common and 
plain Engliſh, ſuch as we uſe 
in our common diſcourſe with 
one. another. There are no 
unuſual or obſolete words; or 


hard 


(38) | 
hard or uncouth phraſes in ith wh 
but every oung 1s expreſſed aj by 
clearly and plainly as wordg} fo 
can do 1t ; ſo that the meaneff 
perſon 1nthe Congregation , that 
underſtands bur be Mothers © 
Tongue , may be Edified by it} | 

1 


0 


as well as the greateſt Scholar. 
- Bur, that which 1s chiefly to 
be conſidered 1n the Langrage 
of the Common Prayer, 1s, that | 
41tis not only common but pro- 
-per too. Though the -word's 
there uſed- are | but- common 
words , yet they are ſo uſcd, 
that they properly expreſs the 
things that are deligned by 
- them. This I conte(s may feem 
to be no great matter at farſt 
fight , yet it 1s that without 
whuch 


(39 ) 
which we might be ſubverted 
y by that which was intended 
for our Edification., For Im- 
propriety of - Speech 1n Matters 
of Retain, hath:'given occaſt 
on toall or moſt of the Schiſms, 
Errors, and Hereſies, that ever 
infeſted - this . or .any other 
Church ; as nught.cafily be de- 
monſtrated. Fes the Apo- 
{tle gave Timothy a Form of ſound 
.words . and charged him to 
holdit iaſt. Holdfaſt, ſaith he, 
the Form of ſound words which 
thou haſt heard of me»; 2 Tim. 
1. 13.. As knowing that ex- |; 
cept the words. whereby heu- 
ſually expreflied Divine Truths, 
were ſound and proper , it 
would. be cnipoſſible for his 
Notions 


(49) 
Notions 8 Opinions of the thing; 
themſelves to be ſo. And cer- 
tainly if ever there was a Form 
of Sound Words , compoſed by 
men {1nce the Apoſtles times,our 
Common Prayer may juſtly de- 
ſerve that 7 izle. Ir being all 
made up of ſuch fit and proper, 
ſuch ſound and wholeſome 
words, that if wedo but hold 
faſt rothem, there1sno fear of 
our talling either into Hereſy or 
Schiſme. For they, being du- 
ly conſidered, will ſuggeſt to 
our mines r:gþt and true Appre- 
henſions of all the Articles of 


| ourCbriſtian Religion; and fo 
| notonly make us ſound, but 
build us up ſtrong and firm in 


our moſt holy Faith, So that 
| COn- 


( 41 ) 
conſidering the plainneſs and 
perſpicuity, the ſoundneſsand 
46 pap of Speech which 1s 
uſed in it , the leaſt that can be 
ſaid of the Common Prayer , 1s 
thatall things1n tare ſo word- 
ed, as 1s moſt for the edifying 
of all choſe that uſe it. 

And as the words in the 
Common Prayer are all as edify- 
ing as words can be, fo, inthe 
Second place, Is the Matter ex- 
preſſed by thoſe words. For 
there 1s nothing 1n 1t, but what 
1s neceſlary for our Edification, 


andall things thatare or can be 


tor our Edification are plainly 
init. Firſt , I fay there 1s no- 
thing in our Liturgy but what 
1s neceſlary for out Edification. 
There 


( 42) 
There are.no ſuch Fables in 1t, 
or endleſs Genealogies , which; 
as the Apoſtle faith ; Miniſter 
queſtions , rather than godly edi- 
tyine, mbichis in faith ; 1 Tim, 
1.4. Therearenone of thoſe 
vain Diſputations and impertis 
nent. Controverſies , which have 
oflate been raiſed in the Church, 
tO 1ts greatdiſturbance,. rather 
than its. edification. ' There are 
no New Opinions, nor Airy Spe- 
eulations1n it, which ſerve only 
to tickle mens ears and plealc 


their fancies, and ſodiyert their 


thoughts from what they are 
about. * Look it all over with- 
out prejudice . and partiality , 
conſider ſeriouſly every thing 
that 1s in it, and you will find 
nottung 


no 
CO! 


Ih 


(43 } 
nothing aſſerted but what 1s 
conſonant to Gods Word , no- 
| thing prayed for but according 
'| to his Promiſes, nothing requi- 
| red as a duty, but what1s agree- 
| able to his Commands; nothing 
| faidor done, bur what 1s grave 
1 and ſober, folemn and ſub- 
ſanual ; nothing but what be- 
comes the Worſhip of our Great _ 
and Almighty. Creator. And 
therefore nothing but what 
we may be ſome way or other 
edified by it. 

And as there 1s nothing in 
it, but what 1scdifying; fo 
all things that are or can be 
edifying are 1n it. For no- 
thing can be neceſſary. to e- * 
difie- and make us folid and 


perfect 


' wed or done, or-elſe obtained 


( 44 ) 
perfe&t Chriſtians, but what 
1s neceflary either to be belie- 


by us. But there 1s nothing 
neceſlary to be known or be- 
lieved, but we are taught it; 


nothing neceſlary to be done, 


but we are enjoyned it ; no- 
thing neceflary to be obtain- 
ed, but we pray forit, in our 
Publick Form of Divine Ser- 
VICC. : 

For firſt , Asto thoſe things 
which are neceflary to be 
known or believed, w 1s ac- 
knowledged by all Prote- 
ſtants, that they are fully 


contained in the Holy Scrip- | 


* tures, which make a great, 
if not the greateſt partof our 
Diyine 


( 45 ) 


| Divine Service, and are con- 
/| ftantly read over, the Pſalms 
| once every Month, the Old 
'| Teſtament once , and the 
| New thrice every Year. And 
al the Fundamental Articles 
of our Chriſtian Faith , re- 
vealed 1n the Holy Scriptures, 
being: briefly fummed up in 
the Apoſtles Creed; that we 
may be ſure to keep them al- 
ways in our minds, we. have 
that Creed read and repcated, 
always once and moſt com- 
monly twice every day in the 
year. And fſceing the God- 
| headof our Bleſled Sayiour , 
the Foundation of our whole 
| Religion, hath been and tl] 
is, denied by ſome, leſt we 
ſhould 


| - the-Incarnation of the-Son of 


(46) 
ſhould be lead away with rhg 

Ertor. of the Wicked, every tc 
| Sundayand Holyday we-read © 
| the MNicene Creed, whereul { 
| the God-head both of the Son l 
and Holy Ghoſt . is aflerted} « 
and explained. | And that wel 1 
- may not entertain- any Erro | 
neous Opinions 'concerning 
the moſt. Holy Trinity , - or} 


God, but keep the, true Ca-| 
tholick Faith whole and un- 
defiled , upon certain. days e- 
very year, we read that which 
1s commonly called the Creed 
of St. Athanaſius, wherein | 
thoſe great Myſterics are un- 
folded inthe moſt proper and 
perſpicious terms that they | 
- are Capable of. And 


_— 
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1 - Andas all things neceſſary 


Ti] to. be believed-arc ſummarily 
4d 


contained in the Three Creeds, 
ſo. they are frequently. e:x- 
plained in the other parts..of 
our:Liturgy:-In ſomuch that 
it would be cafie\ to frame-a 
compleat Body of Divinity 
out. ot the words there uſed: 
At-leaſt of all ſuch things as 
are .needful for; any: Man:1n 


- the world to beheve 'or know, 


in order to his Eternal Salya- 
tION.---.. 

Theſame may. be ſaid alſo 
of all thoſe things, which we 
ought todo. Foras we here 
do whatſoever 1s neceſlary to 
be done. in. order to. our 
Worſhipping of God 1n this 
place, | 


| 


j 


| 


( 48 ) 
place, ſo we are here taught}Ma 
whatſocyer is neceſſary to beÞbr 
learnt 1n order to our ſerving (w0 
God in all other places. ' So[{ce 
that no Man that frequents 1s 
our publick Congregations, |®!! 
where the Common Prayer 1s 
uſed, can ever plead 1gno- 
rance of any one duty what- 
foever. For if it be not his 
own fault, - he may there be 
inſtructed in every thing 
which he that made him re- 
quires of him. For here, as 
Il obſerved before, we conſtant- 
ly read the Holy Scriptures, 
which , asthe Apoſtle ſaith, Is 
profitable for DoElrine , for Re- 
proof , for Correfion, for Infira- l 
Aion in Righteouſneſs , that the |* 
Man 


It 


> 
S 
) 
p 


, 
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('49 ) 
an of God may be perfef, 
hroughly inſtructed unto all good 
porks ; 2 Tim.3 16, 179. And 
ſeeing it hath pleaſed the moſt 
high God to compriſe his whole 
pill , and by conſequence our 
duty, inthe ſer Commandments, 


thence we read them conſtant- 


| 


ly every. Sunday and Holy day 

rou hou the whole 7ear. By 
which means .every one that 
doth not willtully ſhut his eyes, 
may clearly ſee and fully un- 
derſtapd his whole duty both to 
Godand Man. Eſpecially con- 
lidering that in the Prayers 
themſelves alſo there is fre- 


quent mention : made 'of all: 


thoſe Vices which ought to be: 


ayoided , and of all thoſe Good : 


D Works 


( go ) 


Works which- ought to be paygp 
formed by ws... So that we cal 57 
tiever come to Church ,, but wy p, 
are ſtill put in mind, both of 5, 
what we onght,and what'we oughll of 
not to: do', that We may bd 5; 


ſaved. 

. And then as there is nothing 
necc(lary to be known or done 
bur we are taught it z ſo ne- 
theristhereany thing neceſſary 
to be obtained to make us et 
ther boly'or happy, but we pray 
for it in the Common Prayer.Fot 
hers we have the Lords Prayer, 
a Prayer compoſed by Wiſdom 
it ſelt; and therefore it mult 
needs:be the: molt perfe and 
divine. Prayer that was ever 
thade. Neither do we uſe it 
only 


('5r ) 
Monly once, but incvery ditinf? 
Ml $64vite of the' Church, in out 
Prayers betorewe read the Holy 
Scriptures : And wy our Prayers 
after: Towards the end of'the 
Litahy', and in the beginning 
of the Communion Service, and 
inevery Office of the Church be- 
fides. And the reaſon is, be- 
cauſe although our Saviour 
hath not forbidden us to uſe a- 
fy other Prayers , yet he hath 
expreſly commanded us to fay 
this, whenſocver wepray. And 
therefore in obedience to his 
Command , our Church hath 
wiſely ordered, That in all and 
every Solemn Addreſs that 'we 
'| make to the moſt high God, 
| we always ſay this Prayer, leaſt 
D 2 other- 


= > © X 


© D—_ CC SS wy © Pa wy wi TA o5 


(52) 


otherwiſe by our tranſgreſſiofW! 


of his Command-, ' in omitting 


Prayers to be ineffectual. And 
beſides ,, by the conſta 

uſe of this amoneſt our other 
Prayers, we arcalways ſure to 
uſe one Prayer, both abſolute- 
ly perfect in 1ts ſelf, and moſt 
acceptableunto him, ro whom 


we pray , it being a Prayer of. 


his own Compoſure : So that we 
ſpeak unto God 1n his own 
words,andſo may be confident 
that weask nothing of him but 
exactly according to his own 
will. 


And though all things ne- 


ceſlary for us, be vertually con- | 


tained inthe Lords Prayer , yet 
. Cur 


Cat 
this, we make all- our othaſ'"c 


tC 


(. 53 ) 


Jour Church in Conformity to the 
ICatholick and Apoſtolical, hath 
«thought good to add ſome o- 


ther Prayers in which the ſame 
things are more particularly ex- 


preſſed anddefiredat the hands 


al of our great and moſt Bownti- 
| ful Benefaftor. All which are 


ſo contrived , that there is no- 
thing evil or hurtful for us, bue 
we-pray againft it; nothing 


"good or uſcful,but we pray for 


it. There 1sno Vice or Lvft, but 
we defire it may be ſubdued 
under us'; no Grace or Vertue, 


| but we pray it may be planted 


and grow 1n us. In ſo much 
thatit wedo bur conſtantly and 
lincerely pray over all thoſe 
Prayers , and ſtedfaſtly belieye 


D 3 and 
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and truſt in God for his anſwe 
ing of them , -and- ſo obtaif be 
what we there pray for, wg th 
cannot but be as real and tru ir 
Saints, as happy and bleſleq| xt 
Creatures , as1t 1s polbbleforuy c 
to-bein this World. : Neither do 1 
we hercepray for our ſelves only] 1 
but according to the Apoftla t 
A dvice, we make Sxppiicatians|: | 
Prayers, Interceſſions, and giving] 
of Thanks for all Men, yea ja 

our very Enemies , as our Sav 
our hath commanded us, Mat. 
5.44. And what can:be deſired 
morethan all this, to make the 
Matter of the Common Praye 
Edifying eicher to ourſelves or 
others ? Noching certainly but 
trath and ſincerity of heart 
the uſing of x. I can- 


B.-2 


a} Icannot paſsfromthis Head, 
ud before I have obſerved one 
q thing more unto you, Concern- 
af ingthe Prayers 1a general , and 
el that is, That they are not 
w carried on in one continued: 
Diſcourſe, but divided 1nt. 
many ſhort Prayers or Collecis , 
& ſuch as that is which our Lord. 
- himfelt Compoſed ; and that: 
might be one Reaſon, where- 
fore our Church fo ordered n, 
that ſo ſhe might tollow our 
Lords Example 1n it, who beſt 
knew whart kind of Prayers were 
firteſt for us to uſe. And in-- 
deed we cannot bur all find by 
our own experzence-, how dit- 
ficult 1t 1s to keep our minds 
long intent upon any thing, 
D 4 no 
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much more upon ſo great 
things as the objef and ſubjeth 
of our Prayers are;but do what 
wecan, weare (ti]l liable to dt 
ftractions: So that there 1s a 
kind of neceſlity to break off 


ſometimes, to give our ſclyes} 


a breathing time, . that our 


thoughts being looſened fora| 
while, they may with more 


caſe, and leſs danger of diſtra- 
E&ion, betycd upagain, as it 
is neceſſary they ſhould be all 
the while that we are actually 
Praying to the Supream Being 
of the World. 

Beſides that, 1n order to the 
performing our Devotions a> 
right to rhe moſt high God, 
it 15 neceſſary thac-our Souls be 
po{- 


—_ as 


4 
poſſeſled all along with ducap- 
prehenſions of his greatneſs and 
glory. To which purpoſe our 
ſhort Prayers contribute very 
much, .for eyery one of them 
beginning with fome . of the 


37 pg or perfetions of 


God, ando ſuggeſting to'our 

minds right apprehentions of 
him ar firſt, 1t1s eafie to-pre- 

ſerve them 1n our minds du- 
ring the ſpace of a ſhort Prayer, 
which ina long one would be 

apt to, ſcatter and: vaniſh a+ 

way. 

But that which I look upon 
as one ofthe principal Reaſons, 
why our Publick Devotions are 
and ſhould be divided into 


ſhort Collefs, 1s this, Our Bleſ- 
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ſed Saviour, we know , hath 
oftentold us , Thatwhatſoever 
weask in his Name , we ſhall re- 
ceive: And ſo hath directed us 
in all our Prayers .to make uſe 
of his Name, and to ask nothing 
 butupon the account of hy 
Merit and Mediation tor us: 
upon which all our hopes and 
expectations from God do 
wholly and ſolely depend. 
Hence therefore ( as 1t x mv | 
was ſo) it cannot but be judg- 
ed neceflary , that the Name of 
Chriſt be frequently inſerted. 
in our Prayers, that fo we may | 
lift up our hearts unto him, 
and act our Faith upon him 
for our obtaining the good 
things we pray for. And ſo 
WC 
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king 
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welſce itisin the Common Pray” 
er:for whatſoever it is-we ask of 
God, we preſently add, 7 hrough 
Teſus Chriſt our Lord, or tome- 
thing to that purpoſe. And ſo 
ask nothing bur according to 


our Lords direfion, even in 


his Name. And this 15 the rea- 
ſon that makes our Prayers fo 
ſhort; for take away the con- 


clufion of every Col{eF or Pray- 


er, in the Name of Chriſt, 
and you may joyn them all ro- 
gether, and makethem but as 


one continued Prayer. Bat thus 


would be to offer maniteſt 
violence to the Prayers, by ta- 
o away that which. gives 

. | Cd 
chem all their force and cnergy, 
and ſo making them meftectual . 


Q.. 
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to the purpoſes for which they | int 


are uſed. For certainly the: 


askingall things in the Name of 
Chriſt, as we do in the Common 
Prayer , 1s the only way where- 
by to.obtain what we deſire, 
and by conſequence the moſt 
edifying way of Praying 1n the 
world. 

The next thing to be conſi- 
dered in the Common Prayer, 


is the Method ; which 1s adm1i-' | 


rable, and as Edifying, it po(- 
{ible, as the matter it ſelf. This 
none can deny that doth but 
fully underſtand, and ſeriouſly 
conlider of 1t. Which: there- 
fore that you may all do, I ſhall 


[ briefly run through the whole, 
| andglye you whar light I can 


Into 


(oc 


bu 


lo! 
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into it, that you may clearly 
| ſee not only the reaſonableneſs 
but the exce/lency of it all a- 
long. For which. purpoſe I 
ſhall inftance onlyin ſuch things 
which offer themſelves at firit 
ſight, to any one that, doth 
but caſt his eye upon 1t. 

Let us therefore: ſuppoſe a 
Congregation of ſober and de- 
your Chriſtians , ſuci as we all 
ſhould be , mer together to per- 
torm their Publick Devotions to 
Allmighty God; every one of 
which hath lift up his heart pri- 
vatcly unto him already , 1m- 
ploring his Aid and Aſſiſtance 
' 1n the performance of ſo great 
a work, and ſo are all now rea- 
dy to ſet about it. The farſt 
thing 
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thing we do, 1s to read ſome 
Sentences of Holy Scripture, 
that ſo we may begin our D+ 
votions unto God in his own 
words. And they areall ſuch 
Sentencesas pur us in mind of 
our fans acainſt him, and of hy 
pronulſe to pardon them it we 
do repent: That ſo we may pre- 
ſent and carry our fely&s with 
that Rewerernce and Godly Fear 
before him, as becometh thoſe 
who are ſ{en{tble of their own 
vileneſs and unworthine(s to 
approach fo. great a Majeſty; 
and likewiſe with thar Faith 
and humble Confidence, which 


becometh thoſe who believe. 


that he upon our Repentance 
will pardon our ſins, and 


accept 
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accept. both Gur Perſozs and 
Performances, accordingtothe 
promuſes which he hath made 
unto us. 

/ Then follows a grave £x-. 
hortation., concerning the end 
of our preſent AGeabling: 
which 1s of great uſe, and 
ought never to be omitted. 
For Men generally are apt to | 
ruſh into the preſence of God, 
without eyer confidering what 
they go about. Whereas this 
Exhortation puts us upon Cons. 
{idering the greatneſs of the 
Work whichweare'now enga- 
ged in, and fo upon compo- 
{ing our thoughts and prepa- 
ring our ſelves for the due per- 
formance of 1t. 
Our | 
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broughtinto a-right frameand 
temper for it, we all, both 
Miniſter and People , proſtrate 
our {elves before the moſt high 
God, confe//ing upon our-knees 
the manitold firis and wicked- 
neſs that we have committed 


againſthim. Which Confeſſion 


is ſo contrived, that all and 
every perſon 1h any: Congrega- 
tion whatſoever may joyn 1n1t. 
For 1t -runs 1n general terms. 
And yet fo too, that every par- 


ticular perſon may and ought 


in his own mind to confeſs and 


acknowledge his own fins, 
which he knows himſelf to be 
guilcy of, As where we ſay, 


| [ We have left undone thoſe things 


which 


Our minds being :;thus| 
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which we ought to have done, and 
we have done thofe things which 
we ought not t6 have done. AC 
the ſaying of this, every one 
fhould call his own ſins to re- 
membrance, what Durics he 
knows himſelf to have omit- 
ted , and what Vices he knows 
| himſelfto have committed, and 
confeſs them accordingly un- 
to God. And when we have 
thus confeſſed our ſins to God, 
we preſently implore his Mer- 
cy in the pardon of them, and 
his Grace, that for the future , 
we may torſake them. 
And whulſt we are thus upon 
our knees, humbly confeſling 
and bewailing our ſins before 
the Lord our God, the Mini- 
ſter | 


(46 ) 


ſter ſtands up, and in the Name 


of God, declates and pronouns 
ccth to all thoſe who truly rc: 
= , andunteignedly believe 
1s Goſpel, The Abſolution and 
Remiſſon of all their fins'Wihuch 
though fpoken alſo an general 
terms, yet every particular-per- 
ſon there preſent, ought to 
apply K tO Finaſclf , Joasto be 
ulty perſwaded in his own 


cerely repent and believe the 
Golpel, he is perte&tly abſol- 
. yed from all his fins by God 
himſelf, according to the pro- 
nuſes which he hath made to 
Mankind in Jeſus Chriſt our- 
Lord. 


Ant 


mind, that if he doth but fſin- | 
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And now looking upon our 
ſelves .as abſolyed from our 
fins,, ype@n our Repentance 
and Faith in Chnſt, and by 
conſequence as reconetled to 
God, wetakethe boldneſs to 
call him Father, humbly ad- 
drefding our ſelves to him an 
that Divine Farm of Prayer 
wich he himfſclf hath giyen 
us. Which done, we hiftup 
 qur{_ hearts and voices ante 
God, tar his aſhftance of us 
in what we do, in the words of 
Dqavid, the Maniſter- crying 
ont, & Lord open thou our lips, 
and the People anſwering, Aud 
our month fhail ſhew forth thy 
praiſe, The Minifter again, © | 
God make ſpeed 10 ſave us , the 
People | 
l! 
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People,0 Lord make haſte to help 
us. And then immediately 
weall hifr up our bodies too, 
ſtand upon our feet, and fo 


put our fſelyes into a poſture of | 


raiſing and magnifying the E- 
av God Father. Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, for his infinite 
goodneſs and mercy towards 
us; for which purpoſe-the Mi- 
niſter firſt ſaith or ings the G/0- 
ria Patri, Glory be 10 the Father, 
and to the Son, and to the Holy 


 Ghoft, and the people to ſhew | 


their conſent, anſwer, As 7t 
was in the beginnning, is now, and 
ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen. But not thinking, rhis 


to be cnough,the Miniſter calls ' 


upon the people again, ſaying, 
Praiſe 


( 69) 
Praiſe ye the Lord, and the-peo- 
pleanſwer, The Lords name be 
praiſed; and then we $0 on to 
praiſe him together, ſaying or 
finging the 95 Plalme, Verite 
exultemus Domino , 0: come let 
us ſing unto the Lord , let us hear- 
tily rejoyce in the ſirength of our 
Salvation , &c. and1o proceed 
tothe Pſalms appoanted for the 
day. After every one of which ; 
to teſtifie our belict in the 
moſt ſacred Trinity, and 
our acknowledgment of that 
infinite love and goodneſs, 
which every one of thoſe Di- 
vinePerſons hath manifeſted to 
us, We repeat that 1ncompa- 
rable Hymn, Glory be to the Fa- 
ther , &C. 

Our 
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Our hearts being'thus raiſed 
up to God in praiſing and ad- 
 miring offim.,, weare now 1n 
a fit temper. and difpoſition to 
hear whar he ſhall ſpeak unto 
us. And therefore havea:Chap- 
ter read. out of the Old Zeftas 
ment ; and that inits ordinary 
courſe ,, except uporSundays 
and Holy days, when more 
people dives (14 the - Publick 
Worship- of God then can con- 
 veniently. come upon other 
days, we read ſome: Scledd 
Chapter proper for the day, 
and ſuch as 1s judged moſt ed1- 


fying 


I fcne. And having thus heard 


God ſpeakinguntous1nhis ho- 
ly Word, we preſently fall 
upon 


to all that are there pre- , 


LIAR. 
upon praiſing. of him . again , 
be E aoetkable a hs. - 
ſaying, or ſinging , in the, 
Mormng., the Ze Deum, one of 
the moſt Heavenly. and Sera-/ 
phick Hymns that was evcr, 
compoſed by Men, or elſe the 
Song (as three Children, which 
3s nothing but a Paraphraſc'up- 
on. that which Davrd ſang fo 
often upon Earth, and which 
the Holy Angels {ing continu- 
ally in- Heaven ;. eyen Hallelz- 
jab, Praiſe ye the Lord. Where- 
In we being all ſenſible how 
tar ſhort we our ſelves come of 
praiſing God ſufticiently, we 
call upon all the Creatures in 
the World to do it, Bleſs ye 
the Lord, praiſe him and magnifie 


him 
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him for ever. In the Afternoon 


we ſing cither the Magnificat,or 
elſe the 98 Pſalme, both which 
being taken out of Gods own 


prealing and acceptable unto 
im. | 
After this our Souls being 
ot upon the wing again, and 
oaring aloft in the contem- 
plation of the Divine perfecti- 
ons, We are now rightly qua- 
lifted ro hear and receive the 
Sublime Myſteries of the Go- 
ſpel. And therefore have a 
ares read to us ont of the 
New Teſtament. After which we 
being revived with the good 
Tidings of the Goſpel, and 
filled with adnuration at the 
infinurs 
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Word, cannot but be very, 
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infinite goodneſs of God there- 
'fin revealed to us, we break 
forth again into praiſing 
and adoring of , im, 1n 
[the ſong of Zachariss, orelle 
the 100 Pſalm in the Morning, 
and at Evening, either the 67 
Pſalm , orelfe the Song of Old 
Simeon, {till concluding with 
the Gloria Patri. 

Now having thus heard 
ſome part of the Word of God 
read to us and expgeſied our 
thankfulneſs unto Mm for-1e, 
to {18n1fhe our aflent, noton- 
ly to what we have heard, 
but to the whole Scripture, 
we all with one heart and voice 
repeat the Apoſtles Creed, 
wherein the ſumm and ſub-- 


FE, {tance 
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ſtance of 1t 15 contained. And 
{o-profeſs our elves ta-eon 
tinuein the: number ot Chrikk 
D1ſciples., and that as we wen 
at firſt Baptized, fo we ſtill by 
hlevein the Name. of-the Fx 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
God Blefed tor evermore. 

Hitherro we haye beeh 
moſtly taken up with: conf 
ſing our {ms to God, imple- 
ring his mercy in the pardon 


Iy Word , acknowledging hi 
goodneſs to us, and praiſing 
and magnifying his name for 
it. By winch mcans, except 
we have been extreamly want- 
1ng to our ſelyes, our hearts 
- cannot but be ſo united and 


fixed 


of them r= his moſt ho- 


A. A 
we 
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fixed upon God, that we are 
now rightly diſpoſed to.make” 
known our wants. and preſent 
our Petitions before. hum. Thus 
therefore 1s the next. thing we 
ſet-upon: . But ſeeing thatner 
ther. Minifter nor People can 
poſſibly do it aright without 
the aſſiſtance of God hunſfelf , 
therefore cach of them farſt 


| pray for his ſpecial preſence 


with the other. The one ſay- 


| ing, The Lord bewithyou, the 


other , And with thy fpirit. And 


| thenimmediately falling down 
| upon our knees, We adore 
| and ſupphlicate cach perfor of 


the moſt blefled 7rinity to 
have - mercy upon us, Lord 
have "mercy upon us, Chriſt have 

E—2--.. 
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mercy upon us, Lord have mer 
upon us. Aﬀer which we ad. 
dreſs our ſclves to God inthe 
words that he hath put into 
our mouths, ſaying ie Lords 
prayer, whichended, the Mi- 
miſter and People by turns lift 
up their hearts to God in ſome 
ſhort and heavenly Ejaculati- 
ons , {triving as 1t were to out- 
vy each other in prevailing 
with the Allmighty to pour 
down his Bleſſings upon us. 
And then in an humble and 
ſolemn manner we yjoyn to- 
octher 1n ſupphcating his Dt- 
vine Majeſty for tis Grace 
and Favour, his Defence and 
Protection , his Mercy and 
Bleſſing tor our {clyes, for the 
King, 
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\|King, for the Royal Fanuly.,. 
{ for his Church, and for all Man- 
kind! And this we do ordina= 
ily in the Collects appointed 
for that purpoſe. Burt upon. 
Wedneſdays and Fridays (up- 
on which days the Primitive - 
Church uſed to perform more. 
than their ordinary Devotions) 

asalſo upon the Lords day in 
| the nas we do it inthe 
Litany, andin ſuch a Litany as 
comprehenas. all and eyery 
thing that we can ever need 
to Fibre of Allmighty God, 
eicer for our ſelves or 0- 
thers. 

Afterthis upon Sundays and 
Holy days we praceed tothe 
Comunion Service : And there- 


E 3 fore 
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fore approaching to the Lords 


Table,we begin it with his own 
Prayer. And after another 


ſhort Prayer to God to cleanſe 
the thoughts of our heart by 
the Inſpiration. of his Holy 
Spiric, weread the 7en Com. 
mandments which he hath en- 
- joyned us toobſerve ; and af 
rer every Commandment we ask 


God Metcy for our Tranſereſ-| 


f10ns hereof forthe time paſt, 
and grace to keep the ſame for 
rhe tune to come; ſaying, Lord 
have mercy upon us, and incline 
our heatts to keep this Law. Ahd 
then after a Prayer for the 


Kifrig , and the Collect for the 
day; 'we'read the Epiſtle and 
Gofpel, thatis, moft common- 


ly 
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ya ſhort Paragrapl taken out 

[of the -Cannomical Epiſtles , 

ex| and another out oft one of the 
| Holy Gofpels, which was the 

y| ancient way of Reading the 

y| Scripture , betorc it was divi- 
| ded into Chapters. And we 
-| do ir now to .prepare. us the 
| better for the Communion of the 
| Body and Blood of Chriſt, 
| therein revealed to us. But 
ſeeing, we neither do norcan 
read over the whole, we repeat 
the ſubſtance of 1t in the: Nie: 
cene Creed, which it 1s very 
neceſlary we ſhould doatthis 
time , that ſo we may demon- 
ſtrate our ſelves ro be Chriſtt- 
ans,and {o capable of receiving 
the moſt holy Communion. 
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He that all this while hath 
employed hinafelf as he ought 
to do in the ſervice of our 
Church, cannot but find hin- 
{elf ſtrangely edified by it. Yer 
howſocyer, that nothing may 
be wanting that may any way 
conduce to our Edification, 
after the Nicene Creed, our 
Church hath appointed a Ser- 
mon to be preached , which it 
ſound, plain, and practical , 
as it ought to be, cannot but 
be very cdifying too. 

And now we may be well 
ſuppoſed to be fo far edified, 
as to be raiſed up to the highelt 
pitch of Devotion that we can 
arrive at in this world, and fo 
arc fit to be acdinutted to the 
higheſt 
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higheſt Ordinance of the Church 
the Sacrament of the Lords 
Szpper. And therefore we now 
becake our ſelves to it. But 
that we may not appear before 


our Lord empty, we firſt offer - 


up ſomething to him of what he 


hath beſtowed uponus,. tobe. . 


diſpoſed of to pious and cha- 


ritable uſes ; tettifying thereby - 


our acknowledgment of . his . 


goodneſs to us, and that we have 


nothinos bur what we receive - 
And to exciteand 
c us.to do-this, all. 


c5 
from hin. 


encourag 


the while that we are oftering, 


we have forme ſele& Sentences 


of Scrpture read to us, where- 
in God either commands us 


to be charitable , or elſe pro- ,- | 


of mitern 


' 
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miſeth a bleſſing to thoſe that 
are ſo. And'then we pray for 
Chriſts whole Church Militant 
here on earth, whereby we pro- 
fels our ſelves to be real Mem: 
bers of it, and deſirous to hold 
Communion with it in Chriſts 
Myſtical Body and Blood. And 
1Towe proceed to the Celebra- 


tioh of it : 1h which the method 


is fo clear, fo apparently ed:- 
fying, that Tnecd not ſay any 
thing of it. But ſhall only 


obſerve two things 1a general 
CONCEerning lt, | | 


- Firſt, That the Sacrament of ; 


the Lords Supper , being the | 
higheſt Myſtery. in all our Re: | 


1;910n,._ as repreſenting the 
death ofthe Son of God tous, 
| hence 
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hence that place where this $4- 
crament 18 Adminiſtred , was al 
ways made and 'reputed rhe 
higheſt place in the Church. 
And theretore alto it was went 
to be {cparared from the reſt 
of the Church by a Skreen or 
Partition of Networbin Latine 
Cancelt, and. that ſa generally, 
that from - thence the- place its 
{elf is called tho Chancell. That 
this was anciently. oblerved:in 
the building of all confidera- 
ble Churches (tor 1 {peak tot 
of private Arateries or C bappels) 
within few Centuries atter the 
Apoſtles themſclyes , - evenm 
the days of (Con{tantine.. the 
Great, as well as in all Ages 
finco, I could calily demon- 
{trats 
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ſtrate from the Records of thoſC 


times. But having purpoſely ' 


waved Antiquity utherto, 1 
am loath to trouble you with 
rt now. But I mention 1t at 
preſent, only becauſe ſome 
perhaps may wonder why this 
ſhould be obſerved in our Church: 
rather than in all the other 
Churches which have been late- 
ly built in this City. Where: 
as they ſhould rather wonder 
why ut was not obſerved in 
all other as well as this. For 
beſides our Obligations:to con- 
form as much as maybe to the 
practice of. the Univerſal 
Church, and to avoid novelty 
and-fingularity in all-chings-re- 


lating to the Worſhip of God , 


IC 
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itcannot be eaſily immanaged. 
| that the Catholick Church in all 
Aves and places for 13-0r 1400 
years together, ſhould obſerve 
fuch a Cuſtom as this, except .. 
there were e£reat reaſons.tfor 
It. 

W hat -they. were; it 1s not 
neceſſary forus toengquire now. 
It may: be ſ#ficient -to obſerve 
at preſent that the. Chancel in 
our Chriftian Churches, was 
always looked upon as an- 
{wering to the Holy of Holies 
' 1n the Temple, which, you 
| know , was ſcparated from the 
, Sanftuary. or Body of the Tem: 

ple, by che. Command of God 
himſelt. And that this place be- 
ing appropriated to the Sacra- 
ment 
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ment of the Lords Supper , it | 
ought to be fo contrived, ag 


may be moſt convenient for 
thoſe who are to partake of 
that © Bleſſed Ordinance. But 
it muſt 'nceds be more conve: 
nient for thoſe who are to en- 
joy Communion with Chriſt , 
and in him with one another, 
m this holy Sacrament, to meet 


together, as one body, in one 


place ſeparated for that pur- 
poſe, than to be diſperſed, as 


otherwiſe they would be; 


ſome in one and ſome1n an- 
other part of the Church. Or 
in ſhort, it is much becrer-for 
the place ro beſeparare, than 
the people. 


Fur ther- 
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Furthermore, Itisnot only 
convenient , but in ſome ſenſe 
neceſſary, for every Com- 
municant to obſcrye - and take 
ſpecial notice of the ſeyeralCir- 
cumſtances which our Lord 
hath ordained to be uſed in 
this Sacrament , as the Break- 
ing of the.Bread, and the Con- 
ſecrating both that andthe 
Wine,tO repreſent Is Death,the 
breaking of his Body, and the 
ſhedding of his Blood for our 
{ins; that ſo our hearts may be 
the more affected with 1t,, and 
by conſequence our .Souls 
more .cdified by 1t. But this 

cannot beſo well done, except 
there bea place ſet apart for it, 
where they may all be placed, 

| | abour 
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about or near to the Communi- | ap 
on Table, and fo behold whats | 61 
there done at the Conſecration | th 
of che Elements.Hence alſo itis, | th 
that theSeatrs there are & ought | 4 
to be fo ordered ,that allthatare | 4 
1n them may {till Jookthat way | 
and contemplate upon their | ( 
Bleſſed Saviour, there evidently | (| 
fer torth as Crucified for them. | c 
The other thing that I would | y 
| obſerve unto you concerning | x 
| the Holy Communion , 1s this, | 
| that our Church requireth Yor | j 
at leaſt ſuppoſeth it co be Ad- | | 
miniftred every Lords-day, and 
every Holy-day chroughout the | 
| | year, as it was.in the Primitive | 
Church. For that is the reaſon 
that the Communion Service 1s 
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appointed to be uſed upon all 
ſuch days, and to be read at 
the Communion Table , that ſo 
the Miniſter may be there rea- 
dy to Adminiſter it aato all that 
deſire to partake of it. Which 
ſhews the great care that our . 
Church hath of all her Members, 
thac they might be edified and. 
confirmed in the Faith. To' 
which nothing contributes 
more than frequent Communi- 
02 at our Lords [able. Which 
if people could once be per- 
{waded to, they would ſoon 
find greater benefit by it, than 
I can expreſs, or they them- 
| ſelves, till chen, imagine. I 
ſhall ſay. no- more of 1t at pre- 
ſent , bur only tlus, That mn 
@) 


formance ; 
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ſo ſenſible off what I now fay: 
that could I be fure to: have a 


ſufficient number of Communi- 


ants , I ſhould be heartily glad 
to Adminiſter this Holy Satra- 
ment every Lords ay both 
for their fakes , and my own 
TOO. 

Thus I have-given you a 
ſhort Scheme of thar excellent 
Method wherein our Divine 
Service is performed : Which 
whoſoceyer rightly conſiders, 
will nced no ocher Argument 
to convince him ,p that it is ac- 
according to the Apoſtles Rule, 
very Ediing indeed. The 
Jaſt thing to be conſidered in 
It, 1s the Manner of its Per- 
by which I mean 
only 


( 9t ) 
only the ſeveral poſtures ofthe 
Body, as flanding, and kneeling, 
which are uſed init; for they al- 
ſo are done to edifying. | 
While we fay or ſing the 
Hymns and Pſalms tothe Praife 
and Glory of God, we ftand up, 
not only to fignifie, but to ex- 
cite the Elevation of our minds 
at that time. For as onthe one' 
hand, gi our Souls be really 
lift up 1n the praiſes of God, our 
Bodies will naturally lift up 
themſelyes, to accompany 
them, ' as far as they can to- 
wards Heaven; fo onthe o- : 
ther hand , the raifing up of 
our Bodies helps towards the 
raifing up of our Sowls too, by 
putting us1n mind of that high 


and | 


_— . 
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 andheavenly work weare now 
about ; wherein according to 


our weak Capacities , we joyn. 
with the Qvire of Heaven in 
praifing God now, as we hope 
todo it for evermore. For 
this cauſe alſo we ſtand at the 
Creeds , tor they being Confeſ- 


ſions of our Faith in God, as- 


ſuch, they come under the 
proper Notions of Hymns or 
Songs of praiſe to him. All our 
prailing God being really no- 


| thing elſe but our Confeſſing 
|| and ackrwwledging him to be. 
. Whathe 1s in himſelf and tous. 


And beſides that,by our ſtand- 
ing both at the Creeds and Go- 
ſpels, weſignihe our aſſent un- 


tothem , and our readineſs to. 


defend 
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defend them, to the.utmoſt of 
our power againſt all oppoſition 
whatſoever. And. as for the 
Goſpels particularly , they con- 
tain the very Aﬀs which our 
Lord did, and-the very Words 
which he ſpake when he was. 
upon Earth ; and therefore we 
who profeſs him to be our 
Lord and Mafter , cannot (ure- 
ly but ſtand up, when we 
hear him ſpeaking, and liſten 
diligently ro thoſe gracious 
words which proceeded out of 
his Divine Mouth. 

Andas when we praiſe God, 
we raiſe up our ſelves as high 
25 we can towards Heaven, 10 
when we pray unto him, we 
fal downas low as we can to- 
wards 
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"wards,the Earth, not (daring 
to preſent our Sxpplications, tg 
the abſolute Monarch of the 
whole World, any other ways 
then «por owr knees... Which 
1s{0 proper, fo natural a po- 
{ture of Supplicants , that it all 
men would but duly.conſider 
what they-do when they pray 
to Almighty God, the Church 
need never have commanded 
them to kneel arthat time. For 
they could. not chuſe.but do 
4t: No, not although the place 
where they areſhould feem ne- 
ver f0.1nconventent for it. For 
we. find our Bleſſed Saviour 
himſelf kneeling at his Prayer 
in-the Garden, upon the bare 
ground, Luke 22.41, and St, 

| Paul 
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Paul upon the Sca-ſhore, where 
he could have'no other Cxſb;- 
0nbat- Stores or Sand; Acts 21. 
s. Howloever, To take off all 


thoſe little excuſes that men 


areapt.co make for.chemſclyes 
in this caſe, the .Scats-1n this 
Church arc ſo diſpoſed, and 
all chings ſo.preparedin them, 
that-there .can be noinconye- 
nienceatall in it, but-rather all 
the conveniences tor kneeling 
that canbe deſired. Andrhere- - | 
fore if any of you ſhall yet ne- | 
olectto kneel, whule thePrayers 


read, they will give us too | 


much cauſe to call their. Reli- 
010N 1nto queſtion, or to ſul- 
pect they have none at all. For 
if they had, they durſt not,they 
could 


& a | 
could not offer ſuch a mani- 


feſt affront to the great Crea- 


tor of the World , as to carry 
themſelves no otherwiſe while 
they pray to him, then as if 
they were converſing with 
their Fellow Creatures. But 
why do I ſpeak of their Praying 
unto God ? it 1s too much to 
be feared they do not pray at 
all, nor come to Church for a- 


ny better purpoſe then only 


 roſeeand be ſeen. I am ſure 


they perform no AF of Exter- 
nal Worſhip of Adoration unto 
God, nor ſhew him that re- 
ſpect and reverence which 1s 
Foc unto him ; and ſo give ve- 
ry great offence to all pious 


and deyout Chriſtians. 
Where- 
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Whereas if all and every per- 
ſonin the Congregation, would 
always be upon their kres, 
while-chey put up ther pertiti- 
tons to the moſt high God, 
what a mighty advantage 
would this be, nor only to ec- 
yery one 1n particular, butto 
te whole Congregation in ge- 
neral? For as every one would 
by this means keep his heart 
more ſteadfaſt in the true fear 
ind dread of God, and like- 
wiſe more certainly obtain the 
00d things he prays for , as 
the Fathers frequently aflert : 
ſo the whole Congregation alſo 
would be very much edifiedb 
rt. For by this means we 
hould excite and inflame cach. 
F _ orhers 


b, 
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others Devotions, confirm 
and {trengthen one another 
Faith, and convince both aw 
{cives and all that ſce us 
that Religion is indeed afers 


ous thing; and that we believe] 


it to be ſo, by our ſerving 
God with fo much reverence 
and godly fear , as this hum- 
ble poſture repreſenteth. And 
therefore as you tender the 
love of God, the credit of Re: 
ligion, or the falvation 
your own fouls, I beſecech 
you all in the name of himthat 
made you , that whenſoever 
you come hither to pray un- 
tohum , you do it in thataw- 
ful, lowly, and folemn man- 
ner, which our Church com 

mandeth, 
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mandeth, and as becometh 


creatures, when you ſpeak to 


your great and almighty Crea- 
ror; that ſo you may give 
true worſhip .and honour un- 


-to him , and alfo receive that 


benefit and edification to your 


ſelves, which he hath promi- 
fed and you expect from 
your Publick . Prayers. 
being certainly the moſt edt- 
2b Rqurmoge that you can 


This 


poſlibly uſe upon fach ocea 
f10ns. 

From what we have I- 
therto diſcourſed concermag 
the Language, the Matter, the 
Method, and the Manner of 
Performing Divine Service, as 
contained and preſcribed 1n 

C2 the 


| 
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-the Book of Common Prayer, 
we, may. polinyely conclude 
that 1t agrees axactly with 
the Rule in my Text, even 
that, Al things init are done to 


.edifying : Which was : the 


thing I vndertook to prove. 
I know that many other Ar- 
guments might be, brought 
to ſhew the Excellency and 
Uſetulneſs of the Common 
Prayer. But theſe already 
produced . are ſufficient to 
convince any ſober and con- 
ſidering Chriſtian of it. And 
if there be any here pre- 
ſent who are not yet conyin- 
ced by what they haye heard 
of it, I delire only one thing 
of them , and that is, Thar 
chey 
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they would but make tryal 
of it for awhile. For my 
Charity prompts me to be-' 
lievethart all the Zeal that ſome: 
expreſs againſt the Common: 
Prayer , and all that indifte- 
rency that 1s in others for 
ir, proceeds only from their 
Ignorance of what its, or 
at leaſt from-their want of an 
experimental knowledge of it. 
For let any Man that feri- 
ouſly minds the Worſhip of 
God and the Salvation of his 
Sox] before all things elſe, 
let ſuch a one, I ſay, ſethim- 
ſelt in good earneſt to uſe the 
Common Prayer” as he oughr 
to do for fome- conſiderable 
time , and I do notdoubtbur 


CY that 
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that by the bleſſing of God, 
he will find that benefit and 
edification by it , that his own 
experience ſhall convince him 
of all that I have now ſaid, 
more than all the Arguments 
that I haye, or anymanin 
the World can ever produce 
to him. Some perhaps may 
think this to be a Paradox : 
But I do not queſtion but 
that many here preſent can at- 
teltit upon their own know- 
ledge: Having found them- 
(elves more confirmed 1n their 
Faith, more ſettled in their 
Religion, more humbled for 
their fins, more ſupported 
nader their troubles, more 


| enflamed with Love to God 


and 
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and deſires of Heaven, every 
way more Edifyed” by the 
conſtant uſe of the Commer 
Prayer, than they could e- 
yer have belicyed. it poſſible 
to have been, except they 
had found itto have been ſo by 
their Own experience. 

Now theſe things being 
thus briefly conſidered, I ſhall 
obſerve only tworhings fron 
them. The firſt 1s the ex- 
traordinary prudence as well 
as piety of our firſt Refor- 
mers, Who firſt compiled the 
Book of Common Prayer, (© 
exactly Conformable to the 
Word of God and that Apo- 
{tolical Canon 1n. my Text, 
which I cannot but aſcribe 
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to the ſame extraordinary 
aid and aſliſtance from God, 
whereby they were after: 
wards enabled to ſuffer per: 
ſecution, yea Martyrdome nt 
ſelf for his fake, and ſo to con- 
firm what they have done with, 


their own Blood. Which cer-] 


rainly 1s no ſmall commendation 
of it. 
The other thing I would 
obſerve unto you, 15 therea- 
ſon, why the Devil hath had 
ſuch a ſpight againſt the Com- 
mon Prayer, ever {ince it was 
firſt made: For the more 
edifying 1t 1s to Gods People, 
the more deſtructive it mult 
needs be of the Devils King- 
dom. And therefore 1t 15 no 


WOHN- 
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wonder that he hath all along 
employed the ' utmoſt of Ts 
power and policy to blaſt - 
its Reputation , ' and fſoito 
diſcourage and diflwade Mer 
from the uſe of it. Andby 
the pernuſſion ' of God for 
the puniſhment of this - un- 
orateful Nation , he hath fo 
tar prevailed 1n ' his - deſign” 
that the Liturgy hach' beety 
ewice caſt out 'of 'the Chwreb, 
ſince 1t was firſt brought into 
It, Once in the Reign of Queen 


Mary, and then again 1n the 


days of King Charles the 
Firſt. ER 
Inchie Reign of Queen Mz- 
ry, you all know, who were 
bus Inſtruments 19 the doing 
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of t, eyen the Papiſts. For 
they clearly and truly fore- 
ſaw , that their Erroneous 0+. 
pinions. could neycr be belie- 
ved, nor their Superſtitions 
Praftlices: obſerved. in the Na: 


tzon., fo long as the Common 


5 


Prayer was uſed. Foraſmuch 


as there 1s nothing 1n that: 


but what is ſound and agree- 


able to the Dofrine of the- 
Goſpel, and. fo. contrary to. 
the groundleſs Opinions which, 
the- Church. of: Rome would. 


obtrude. upon the. World for 
Articles. of Faith. And be- 


{1des. that, there. are many 
expreſſions. purpoſely inſerted. 
ini, to atm us againſt the. 
Popes Supremacy, ] — 
IMC 
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Invocation of Saints, Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, and other Po-. 
1h Errors, $06 that it would- 
live been imnpoſhible for 
the Rotmih Relivion to be 
ever reſtored in the Nation, 
unleſs the Commoi. Prayer 
was firſt removed. Which: 
theretore. they- took care to. 
have done as ſoon as poſſi- 
-ble. But within a few years af- 
ter, even the firſt of Queen 
Elizabeth, wt was brought in 
again. And as the Reformas- 
tion was-begun before, ſo from: 
that time torward it- was car- 
ried on and perfected chiefly 
by means of the Common Pray- 
er. For. it 1s. very obſer- . 
vable that in . the Reign. o” 


x } 
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King Edward the Sixth, and for 
ſeveral years too of Queen 
Elizabeth, there was little 
or no preaching in moſt parts 
of the Kingdom, and' few 


then could read Engliſh, and. | 


yet by the..conftant and ge- 
ncral uſe of the Liturgy , and 
Gods Bleſſing upon u,, the 
whole Nation was ſo. edified 


m the True Religion , that. 


there: was fcarce one in an 
hundred but forſook and ab- 
| horred all. Popz/b Dofrines and 
Superſtitions: Which is an 
undemable "Argument , that 1n 
this rcſpeCtallo. itis as edifying , 
as it 1s. poflible for aching of 
that nature to be. In fo 

ach that ſo-lopg as the Com- 
M41 
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mon Prayer 1s uſed and fre- 
quented as 1t ought to be, 
it 1s. morally 1mpoſlible for 
Popery to get any ground a- * 
moneſt us. Bur 1f- this Bul- 
| wark- was once removed 
(which God forbid) our grand 
Aduverſary would ſoon accom- 
pliſh his malic1ous deſigns up- 
ON Us, one way 0r other. 
This heknows well cnough;. 
and therefore hath left no. 
ſtone unturned. to effect ir.; 
But what he had done before 
by the Papifts, he afterwards 
brought about. again by o- 
ther means 1n the. Reign of 
King Charles the. Firſt, For MW 
by. what kind of Spirit the 
Common Prayer was then caſt 
our, 
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of you found by woful ex- 
perience, All that I ſhall ſay 
of it, 1s only this, Thatthe 


- the Common- Prayer, {tirr'd 
- Rebel againſt: their King, ro 


Lives contrary to all Law and 
Juſtice; and at laſt ro Murther 


that, ever lived. And whe- 
Chriſt or Antichriſt , God or 
laid alide at that time were 


yery fad. For pcople Dn 
| Cr 


out , you all know, and ſome 


ſame Spirit chat then ſtirred 
up people fo violently againſt 


them up art the. ſame time to-. 


take away Mens. Eſtates and. 


one of the moſt pious Princes 
cher that . was the Spirit of 


the Devil, judge you. Be ſure. 
the conſequents of its being. 


| 
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deprived of that whereby- 
they ſhould have been dial. 
were immediately tofled to: 
and fro with every wind of: 
Doctrine , until at. length ma- 
ny of them. fell intothe moſt 
pcrnicious and damnable He- 
relies that were eyer heard. 
of in the- Church. Yea to-- 
gether-with the Liturgy, they 
laid a(ide all deſtinction be-. 


{ſacred and. common- 


(W1Xt 


things. 


by. which means. 


the whole Nation was 1n- 
danger of being oyer-ſpread- 


with pro 


QN 


of the molt hig 
he was Once more pleaſed to. 


taneneſs and irrehigt-. 


But bleſſed ' be. the. Name {| 


11 God for it, 


ap- 
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appear for us, and in'a mi- 
raculous manner to reſtore 
our Common Prayer to his 
Church, together with our 
Gracious Soveraigh to: his 
Kingdoms. Burt what ſhall 
we render tO:the Lord forſo 
great a Bleſſing as this 15? All 


that he expects, or we can 


give him for it, 1s only to 
make the beſt uſe of it that 
we can. This therefore 1s 
that which I now pray and 


beſeech you all for the future: 


to do. Do not think it e&- 
nough to be tor the Common 


Prayer, and to come now: 


and then to hear it. Thus 
you may do, as many do, 


and yet receive no more be- 


nefic 
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nefit byit; than as if there 
was none at all to be received. 
Which therefore can by no 
means be imputed to the 
Common Prayer, its ſelf,, but 
to the negligence of thoſe that 
uſe it. Neither muſt you think 
't cnough to talk high for ir, 
or to rail at thoſe who are 
not ſo happy as to. be right- 
ly informed about it. But 
rather take all opportunitiesto 
inform them, and by all 
means poflible to convince 
them of the Excellency and 
Uſefulneſs of it. Which you 
'can never do fo effectually, 
as by your out-{tripping and 
exceeding them in Virtueand 
Good Works. For this isand 
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ever will bea plain demonſtra- 
tion that the Common Prayer 18 
indeed far more edifying, than 
thoſe new Modes of Religion , 
which they are ſo unhappuly 
ſeduced into. That theretore 
you may do this , and ſo both 
ExPErTIENCE In your ſelves and 
demonſtrate unto others, the 
truth and certainty of what 
you have now heard, concer- 
ning the Common Prayer, 1 
delire you to obſerve theſe 
few Rules in the uſing of 
It. 


Firſt, come not to our Pub- 


tick Prayers only out of 
Cuſtom or for Faſhion ſake, 
as. the the manner of ſome1s, 


bur 


# 
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but out of a ſincere obedi- 
ence to Gods Commands, and 
with a ſure truſt and confi 
dence in his Promiſes for his 
Bleſſing upon what you do. 
For which end 4t will be ve- 
ry good as you go to Church, 
to bethink your ſelves whi- 
ther you are going, and what 
you are to do there , that 
ſo. laying aſide all other buſi- 
neſs, you may put your ſelves 
Into a right temper tor ſo great 
a work. 


Secondly , Frequent our 
Publick Prayers as often as 
conveniently you can. The 
oftner you arc at them, the 
better you will like them, 


and 
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and the more edified you 
will be by them. And there- 
fore do not fatisfie your ſclves 
with hearing them once a 
Week. In this City, as alfo 
in many other places of the 
Kingdom, eſpecially where 
there are Cathedrals, or Col- 
legiate Churches, you may 
enjoy the benefit of them: 
ublickly every day, and fo 
cep your hearts continually 
in an holy. and heavenly 


frame, and always live as 
becometh Chriſtians: And it 


you neglect ſuch opportunt- 


ties as are now Put 1Nto FOur 
hands , you will one day wiſh 
you had not; but then wiſhing 
will do no good. 


Thirdly, 


« ty of by 
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Thirdly , It poſſible, come 
always at- the beginning of 
Divine Service. Otherwiſe 
you will certainly muſs of 
ſomething that would - have 
| been edifying to you , and 
perhaps of that, which at that 
time might haye done you 
more good than all the reſt. 
Neither will you loſe the be- 
nefit only of part of it, but 
in ſome meaſure of the whole 
too. All the parts of it be- 
ing linked together 1n-ſo ex- 
cellent a manner and method, 
that they influence and aſliſt 
cach other. So that nothing 
can be omitted either by 
Miniſter or People, but the 
whole will ſutter by it, and 
loſe 


- . things inthemfelyes, yetthey 
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loſe ſomething of that Vertue | 


and Efficacy, which otherwiſe 
you would find in it. 


_ Fourthly, All the while 
that you are in Gods Howſe , 
carry your ſelves as in his 
* ſpecial preſence, and frirably 
| to the work you are about; 
ſtanding while you pratfe God, 
and kneeling while yon pray 
unto him, as our Church 
hath directed you. For though + 
theſe may ſeem bur little 


are of great conſequence , 
both to our Worſhipping 
of God aright, and allo to 
our being edified by what 
wedoaslIhayec ſhewed before. 
Laſtly, 


——_ 
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Laſtly, Take ſpecial care 
all along to keep your minds 
intent upon the matter in 
hand. When youconfeſs your 
ſins to God, do it with an 
hearty and: ſincere - Repent- 
ance tor all the Errors of your 
life paſt. When the Abſoluti- 
on 15 pronounced , recelveit 
with afirm and ſteadfaſt Faith 
in Chriſt your Saviour, When 
you repeat or {ing the Hymns 
\ and Pflms, raife up your 
Spirits -as high as you canto 
joyn with thoſe above in 
projung and magnifying the 
Ecernal God. Whenthe Word 
of God 1s read, hearken di- 
ligently unto, and conſider 
ſeriouſly what he that made 
you 
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you faith to you, andrequi- 
reth of you, and refolye by 
| tis Bleſſing to believe and 
live accordingly. And all the 
whule that you are upon your 
knees, putting - up your Pe: 
tions to the moſt high God, 
let your whole Souls be em- 
ployed init, carneſtly 'defire- 
ing the good things you pray 
for at his Gracious hands, and 
humbly confiding on his faith- 
ful Promuſes tor the granting 
. of them. ' By this means you 
will perform reaſonable ſervice 
unto Godand by conſequence 
that which will be very accep- 
table unto lum, and as pro- 
' fitable and edifying to your 
- ſelves. Whereas they that do 
not 


{ 121 ) 
not obſerve this Rule , cannot 
be properly faid to pray, or 


fore it is no wonder that chey 
| cometo Church, and hear the 
Common Prayer read , and yet 
are tio way cdified by it. Indeed 
itis impoſlible that they ſhould. 
For as much as all the benefit 
and edification that we can poſ- 
ſibly receiye from any of our 
Devotions, depends very tnuch 


minds in the performance of 
them. To which, as I have 
lar, 15a very great help. 


G Do 


ſerve God ar all. And there- || 


upon the due irtention of our || 


ſhewn, both a Form of Prayer in 
general , and ours in particu- || 


Tt 
: 

l; 
_ 


| 


| 


( 122 ) 
Do but obſerve theſe plain 
and neceſlary Rules mn uſing of 
the Common Prayer ( without 
which youcannot be truly ſaid 
ro uſe, but rather toabuſeit)and 
you wiltoon find what I have 
ſaid aboutitto be true, even 
that: Al things in it are done to 
Fdifyng. And therefore I 
would to God that not only 
you that hear me at this time , 
but all the people of the Nation, 
could be once perſwaded to do 
ſo. Whatan holy Nation,what 
a peculiar People ſhould we 
then become? How Ptous to- 
wards God? How Loyal to our 
Soveraign? How Juſt and Cha- 
ritable to one another ? For by 
our conſtant © Worſhiping At- 


mighty 


( 123 ) | 
mighty God 1n ſo ſolemn and | 
devouta manner as this 15s, 'OUr. | 
hearts would be over-awed || 
with ſo greata fear of his Divine || 
Majeſty , that we ſhould never || 
dare willingly to oftend him. || 
Our minds would be filled and || 
impregnated with ſuch a ſenſe of || 
his Power and Soveraignty, thac | 
we ſhould honour and reverence 
tin thoſe alſo whom he hartl1 || 
ſer over us. Our whole Souls || 
would be raiſedup fo much a- || 
bovye the World, that we ſhould || 
not do anill a to gain itwhol- || 
ly to our ſelves. In ſhort, wel 
ſhould be every day edified 
more and mors in Faith, in|} 
Love , in Humility, in Self-de-|| 
nial, 1n Temperance, mn Pati-\ 
G 2 ence 


(124) 
exce, inall truce Grace and Yer- 
tue : And ſo we ſhould go from 


degree of grace unto another , 
until at length wearriveat Glo- 
ryand Perfefion 1n the higheſt 
Heavens, where we ſhall (ſpend 
Eternity its ſelf in Praiſng and 
 Adoring the moſt high God; as 
for all the other Mercies which | 
he hath vouchſafed to us, fo 
in a particular manner for 
'our being Members of ſuch 
an Apoſtolical Church , wherein 
all things. are done to edify- 
inp. 


| Which God of his Infinite 
Mercy grant we may {ll do 
in and through our Lord and 
=: DavV1- 


ftrength to firength, from one 
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Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, to whom 
with the Father and Holy 
Ghoſt , be all Honour and. | 
Glory , World without end. | 


Amen. 


